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In the Remick Gallery

Give It Your Best Shot:
Focus on Cottonwood County’s Flood of 2024

2025 Photo Show
January 19 — March 22, 2025

The exhibit in the Remick Gallery features 17 photographs relating
to an historic event in Cottonwood County....the flood of 2024.
Between June 20-22, nine inches of rain fell in Southwest Minnesota
causing the Des Moines River to rise over seven feet in 24 hours
with the crest at 25.60 feet. Water seemed to be everywhere causing
road closures and wet basements. The photographs in this show
are all taken by local people who captured what they saw in their
backyards or in the local community. Great shots from throughout
the county! Stop by and vote for your favorite photograph!

Book: Fading Ads of the Twin Cities
By Jay Grammond

The author looks for buildings throughout Minneapolis and St. Paul where faded
advertising chronicles the history of businesses of the past. From flour mills

to breweries to music shops, check out the wonderfully painted past. Join
photographer and author Jay Grammond for a fascinating journey through Twin
Cities history.




Festival of Trees

Throughout the month of December, visitors enjoyed an array of 16 beautifully decorated
Christmas Trees in the Remick Gallery. Those who participated this year included: Windom
Service Club, Compassionate Friends, Sons of Norway, Cleo Miranowski, Southwest
Minnesota Crisis Center, Deb Haar, Windom Cotton Quilters, ElevaCare, Cottonwood
County DAC, Women of Today, Sonia Lopez, Eva Lopez, Cottonwood County Animal
Rescue, Culligan of Windom, Leading Edge Credit Union, and Windom Area Schools.
Thank you to all who designed a tree, visited the museum during December and voted for
their favorite. We hope your favorite won! The winners this year were Eva Lopez, Sons of
Norway and Windom Cotton Quilters. Each received Chamber Bucks with the remaining
proceeds benefiting the museum.
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Eva Lopez—First Place Sons of Norway—Second Place Windom Cotton Quilters—Third Place

Coming Soon!

The Annual Cottonwood County Student Art Show
will be in the Remick Gallery the month of April.
We open the show on Sunday, March 30 from 2-4
p.m. The High School art teachers from throughout
the county each provide 10-15 pieces of their
students work. This show has a variety of themes
and mediums. Plan to stop by and vote for your
favorite. Come and bring a friend!




Great Bend Township History

By Wendy Meyer

Early History: Great Bend Township was organized by
the Commissioners at a board meeting held August 15,
1870. It was named after the ‘great bend’ of the Des
Moines River, traveling on a northeasterly path from Lake
Talcot bending in extreme southwest corner of Dale
Township and crossing into the northwest part of Great
Bend Township in Section 6. The river travels southeast
across the township to the City of Windom and on to
s Jackson County. The St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad
~ | had originally surveyed a line on the north edge of this
=~ township going through the village of Big Bend but the
=y route soon moved south seven miles southeast and
Windom was platted in 1871 and incorporated in 1875.
Like most townships, construction and maintenance of
roads and bridges were and remain a major focus of Great Bend. The Des Moines River brought
additional considerations to road building. The first road designated and constructed in the town-
ship paralleled the Des Moines River to the ‘bend‘ and was referred to in township minutes as
‘River Road’. Today this road is County State Aid Highway #13 but is still known IocaIIy as ‘River
Road'. : %

Rows of full corn cribs on the Mann farm.

Rural Postal Delivery: The Big Bend Post Office opened §
in 1870 and closed in 1903. The first two postmasters
were also store keepers; when the railroad changed its
route they moved on and farmers became the postmas-
ters.

Points of Interest: The String Lakes, upper and lower,
total 336 acres in the western part of the township and
extends into Jackson County. The 559 acre String Lake
Wildlife Management Area, the Blixseth Wildlife Produc-
tion Area and the 21 acre walk-in-access hunting are

nearby. Cottonwood Lake & Warren Lake hug Lakeside B
Township on the east. Sows and baby pigs on the Lionel Reeves farm, c. 1959.

= _— A standard feature in the 19th century was the county poor
' N farm which housed and employed the poor at the public

expense. In 1887, the Cottonwood County Board purchased
160 acres in Section 10. It quickly became apparent that the

- number of residents was too small to support the enterprise.

It closed in 1891, and the land was sold in 1903. The first

' Methodist services were held at the country school, District #2,
in 1871 (the school was located 3/4 mile northwest of its 1960
location). After the district consolidated with Windom in 1960,
* it was purchased by the township and became the town hall
serving as the township board’s meeting place until 1997 when
it was sold and later demolished. Located in Section 12 is the
District #2 Country School City of Windom Airport and a five acre cemetery, Windom
Memorial Gardens, which opened in 1960.

Wendy Meyer is a museum volunteer who loves to research local history. She also serves as President of the Board of Trustees.



Discussion about the Museum Fountain

%)

3 J For many of us having been raised in an era of cars and
St trucks, the original purpose of the fountain located on the
% south side of our building would not be recognized. In the

1 days before gas powered cars, it served as a horse watering
| trough that once stood proudly in the city of Windom
“servicing” horses after they had pulled the buggy to town.
The horses “filled up” before making the long trip back home
to the farm. A filling station of sorts. An article in the Cotton-
™ \vood County Citizen from September 27, 1950, states that
- = the trough was retired before World War Il and discussion
& was had regarding turning the trough over to the scrap metal
“=" drive, but a gentleman by the

name of Oscar Larson convinced
them that such an oddity should be kept and preserved. The article goes on to
say it was moved from the playground east of the old county jail to the spot next to
the sheriff’s office where Mr. Larson converted it into a beautiful flower pot. It
came to the museum prior to 1998 and was turned into a fountain which we have
enjoyed for over 25 years. We plan to repaint the fountain in the near future and
are curious as to the original paint color. Please give the museum a call if you
have any photographs or thoughts on this topic.

Annual Meeting Recap

Thank you to everyone who attended our Annual
Meeting held the first Sunday in November. We had
good attendance and we hope everyone enjoyed the
afternoon. We began with a short business meeting
where the Annual Report was reviewed which
included a brief history, accomplishments of the past
8 (5] year, membership information, year-end budget, list
‘ of temporary exhibits in the Remick Gallery and more.
The Nominating Committee announced the slate of
officers for the coming year and a unanimous ballot
was cast. The speaker was photographer Jay
Grammond with his program “A Road Trip Around
Minnesota: Lakes & Waterfalls” where we traveled to
some of Minnesota’s largest lakes and fantastic
waterfalls. Congratulations to all our door prize
winners!

Clifford Elness, city street employee, watering his team

A New Addition to the Board of Trustees

A welcome to Kirk Odden who is completing Marilyn Wahl’s 3 year term representing the 3rd Commissioner
District of Cottonwood County. Below is a brief biography written by Kirk:

“I graduated from Windom Area High School in 1973. | then attended and earned my BS degree in Microbi-
ology from the University of Minnesota in 1977 followed by my MD from Minnesota in 1981. | completed my
residency in Family Medicine in Sioux Falls in 1984. My wife, Alice Skogen, is from Windom also and her
parents were from farm families from Springfield and Midway Townships respectively. We lived in Blue Earth
for 36 years and raised two sons, Andy & Dan. Upon retirement in 2020, we remodeled our house on Cot-
tonwood Lake and moved back full-time in July 2021. We are members of the American Lutheran Church in

Windom and are happy to be back in Cottonwood County. | am excited to be joining the Board of Trustees
of the Cottonwood County Historical Society.”



Donations made from October 24, 2024 thru January 23, 2025

Patricia & Lyman Holmes in memory of Eunice Erpestad; Doug & Priscilla Jacobson in memory of Wanda Turner;
David & Marilee Strom in memory of Wanda Turner; Deborah Polzin; John & Marion Carr in memory of Yvonne
Knutson; Eleanor Carr in memory of Yvonne Knutson; Doug Swenson in memory of Yvonne Knutson; George &
Carolyn Paulson in memory of Yvonne Knutson; Sandy & Lee Peterson in memory of Duane Pingeon; Lowell &
Nancy Tjentland in memory of Wanda Turner; Romelle Wojahn in memory of Wanda Turner; Donna Gravley in
memory of Duane Pingeon; Joseph & Barb LaCanne in memory of Wanda Turner; Gary & Jody Vanderwerf in
memory of Wanda Turner, Donna Crowell, Duane Pingeon, Jerry Haberman & Burdell Symens; Earl & Judy Enstad;
Sandy & Lee Peterson in memory of Wanda Turner; Chris & Scot Potter in memory of Wanda Turner; Beatrice Muller
in memory of Wanda Turner; David & Nancy Erpestad; Mike & Brenda Renczykowski in memory of Wanda Turner;
Barb Pingeon in memory of Duane Pingeon; Jim Turner in memory of Wanda Turner; Stavenger Lodge #538 Sons
of Norway; Steve & Karen Hartberg in memory of Jack Potter; Lorna Hunter in memory of Veronica Wolff; Judy

Holt & family in memory of John Holt; Class of 1969 in memory of Jerry Haberman & John Holt; Gary & Jody
Vanderwerf in memory of Walter Falk & Virgil Schuerman; Steve & Karen Hartberg in memory of Loyal Klassen;
Lorna Hunter in memory of David Hunter; Earl & Judy Enstad

Year-end Donations:

Pamela Pietz; David & Donna Sippel; David & Marilee Strom; Amy Gudmestad; Julie Gudmestad; Char & Doug
Woizeschke; Anthony & Heather Smith in memory of brother, Wiley Smith; Carolyn Bondhus; Barb Pingeon; Judith
Hintze; Gil & Betty Wipf; Leland & Sigrid Johnson; Marilyn Wahl; Norma Loewen; Dorothy Van Norman; Dawn
Bondhus Mueller; Joanne Meyer; David & Phyllis Werness; Richard C. Olson; Ronald Torkelson in memory of Margo
Torkelson; Roger & Pat Christensen in memory of Arthur, Norma, Arlen, Curtis, & Philip & Karen Christensen; Ernest
& Judith Dellinger (towards HVAC system); James A. Thompson & Sonya Buller in memory of Wanda Turner; Laura
Williams; Doug & Priscilla Jacobson; Carol Lehman; Steve & Karen Hartberg

Thanks for direction of Thrivent Choice Dollars to CCHS: Harry Schuur

CCHS Welcomes our New Members:
Nancy Gertner & Paul Maggitti; Kirk & Alice Odden
CCHS Thanks Our Annual Renewals:

Mary Kellen; Lorin & Becky Epp; Joan Giese; Klay & Jen Walinga; Mary Lou

Walinga; Marlene Smith; Marlow & Marilyn Nickel; Joyce Nielsen; Dan &

Margaret McDonald; Michael & Marjorie Eichner; Charles & Kathy Brandt; Kevin N\

& Lynel Stevens; Dave Fjeld; Connie McCarthy; James & Sarah Wronski; Ruth T[-[AN >
Steinfeldt; Lynne Kessler; Zach Holt (& welcome Kelcey Holt) = S YOUK

CCHS Thanks Our Annual Patron Renewals: O

Sharon Erpestad; Cheryl Hanson; Lee & Sandy Peterson; Geof & Leann Johnson

CCHS Thanks Our Annual Sponsor Renewals:

Sonya Buller; Carol Lehman; Rebecca Fast; Donna Gravley; Earl & Judy Enstad

CCHS Thanks Our Annual Business Renewals:

Windom Area Chamber of Commerce
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2025 Exhibits in the Remick Gallery:

Board of Trustees: B k- 23

WENDY MEYER: PRESIDENT “Give It Your Best Shot:
LINDSEY CARTWRIGHT: 157 VICE PRESIDENT Focus on Cottonwood County’s
_ " Flood of 2024”
EARL ENSTAD: 2"P VICE PRESIDENT
) January 19 — March 22 :},
PAM GAHLER: TREASURER "5 ™
LAURA WILLIAMS: SECRETARY “Cottonwood County Student Art Show”
SHAWN COLBERT: 15T COM. DISTRICT March 30 — April 26
THOMAS WICKIE : 2"° COM. DISTRICT .
- “Transitions”
KIRK ODDEN: 3R° COM. DISTRICT V) S e
JOAN GIESE: 4™ COM. DISTRICT May 18 — August 30
CAROL LEHMAN: 5™ COM. DISTRICT
KEVIN STEVENS: CO. COMMISSIONER. LIAISON “Artistic Journey”
STAFF :L by Julia Bonneville ﬁ"'
b _
LINDA FRANSEN: DIRECTOR % September 21 — November 22 %
SANDY PETERSON: MUSEUM ASSISTANT . ”

“Festival of Trees
ANNA HOCHSTEIN: HOUSEKEEPER December 1-23
JESSICA BAK: SOCIAL MEDIA SPECIALIST $ * R B * $



