
COTTONWOOD 

     Monday—Friday 8 am— 4 pm and Saturday 10 am—4 pm by appointment           FALL 2024 

County Historical Society 

“A Road Trip Around Minnesota:  

 Lakes & Waterfalls” 
by Jay Grammond 

Sunday, November 3, 2024 

2:00 p.m. at the museum 

Members and guests are invited to attend the 123
rd

 Annual Meeting. A 
short business meeting will begin the afternoon at 2:00 p.m. followed 

by our guest speaker. Join professional photographer Jay Grammond as he takes us on   
a virtual road trip around the state of Minnesota to learn about some of Minnesota’s largest 
lakes and fantastic waterfalls.  Both of which were vitally important to travel and trade in 
bygone days.  In today’s world, these same waterways are vital to the state and local  
community economies as well as to the citizens as a form of recreation and relaxation.   

Our featured speaker, Jay Grammond is a professional photographer and author living in 
east central Minnesota.  He has traveled to all regions of the state and loves to explore 
lakes, woods, and waterfalls!  He grew 
up in central Minnesota’s lakes and  
farm country, and has lived near Lake 
Superior and Lake Mille Lacs.  He loves 
to travel the state and is excited to share 
his passion with us.  His mission or goal 
is to encourage us all to get out there 
and explore on our own the beauty of 
the great state of Minnesota. 

Light refreshments provided and don’t 
forget…there will be the door prizes! 
Members and prospective members are 
invited to attend. 

123rd Annual Meeting 



“2025 Photo Show…Give it your best shot!”  

We are looking for local photographers to participate in the upcoming 
photo show.  The theme this year is the flood of 2024....  think       
Cottonwood County!  Where can your camera take you?   

The Details… 

Pick up a registration form at the museum. We ask for two 8” x 10” 
images of the same photo.  One will be in the photo show and one will 
become part of the photograph collection at the museum.  Maximum 
of one entry per photographer may be brought to the museum until 
January 15.  No matting, framing or mounting of the photo!  The goal 
of the show is to promote Cottonwood County and our local           
photographers.  The opening reception is on January 19, 2025. 

COMING IN JANUARY...  

Past shows In the Remick Gallery: 

“Gourds & Woodcarvings”  

by Kay Johnson 

September 16 - November 23, 2024 

The current exhibit in the Remick Gallery entitled Gourds & Woodcarvings 
showcases art work by Kay Johnson.  Over 40 pieces are on display where 
you can study the unique art form of carving and painting gourds.  In addition, 
there are several pieces of traditional woodcarving.  She is inspired by nature 
so you will see flowers, birds, fish and more. This show runs through             
November 23, 2024. 

If you are planning a visit to the gallery, our hours are Monday – Fridays from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. and on    
Saturdays by appointment from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

 

 

“Festival of Trees” 

December 1-23, 2024 

The Festival of Trees opens on Sunday, December 1st with the opening reception 
from 2-4 p.m. in the Remick Gallery.  We encourage businesses, clubs and        
individuals to decorate a tree in the theme of their choice.  Visitors vote for their 
favorite tree throughout the month  of December.  If you would like to decorate a 
tree or have questions, please contact the museum at 831-1134 or e-mail us at:   
cchs@windomnet.com  

 
 

      

IN THE REMICK GALLERY 

mailto:cchs@windomnet.com


By Wendy Meyer 

Early History:   Germantown Township was organized by the Cottonwood County 
Board at a meeting held January 6, 1874.  It was named Germantown because of the 
large number of German immigrants that had settled there.  The board’s major focus was 
and continues to be roads and bridges, their construction and improvement. Today the 
township maintains 41+ miles of roadway.  It is interesting to note that for the first 43 years 
of its existence, Germantown did not have a town hall as they met in homes for their 
monthly meetings and at the township school houses for their annual meeting.  Later 
when school district #35 closed in 1955, the Germantown township board purchased it for 
their town hall.  It was eventually demolished. 

Rural Postal Delivery:  The township had a post office from May 1878 to February of 
1879.  The postmaster named the post office after his hometown, Kassle, in Hesse,     
Germany and owned the N ½ of Section 30 where the post office was likely located. 

Points of Interest:  The Red Rock Falls 
County Park, in the NE 1/4 of Section 36,  
became a county park in 1968.  With its    
exposed rock and 30 foot waterfall, jumping 
into the pool below is a rite of passage for 
young daredevils. The county park is a    
popular spot for family picnics as there are 
several amenities including a shelter house, 
picnic tables, grills and restrooms. 

Dry Creek flows through the west edge of 
the township.  The Schoper-Bush Reservoir,                 
on Dry Creek, in Section 30, was             
constructed in 1986-87 as a water retention 
structure to control flooding on the Cottonwood                   
River. 

At one time three churches were located in the township.  St. John’s Lutheran had its    
beginning in 1881 and was located in the NW1/4 of Section 32.  Zion Evangelical United 

Brethren Church, later Germantown United     
Methodist church, had its beginnings in 1870 and 
was located in NW1/4 of Section 6.  The third was 
Red Rock Jerusalem Church, later Red Rock   
United Methodist Church, first located in Section  
29 before moving to Section 28 in 1949. The first 
church mentioned merged with Trinity Lutheran in 
Jeffers, the second closed its doors in 2005 and 
the last church closed in 2020. 
 

Wendy Meyer is a museum volunteer who loves to research 
local history.  She also serves as President of the Board of 
Trustees. 

Township History: Germantown Township 

Red Rock Falls County Park 

                 Red Rock United Methodist Church 
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Fall Fundraiser 

The Cottonwood County Annual Fall 
Fundraiser once again was a success 
with over 200 meals served on       
September 9.  The exhibit in the 
Remick Gallery, “Vern’s Creations” by 
Vern Huebert, was an added attraction 
for the evening.  Thank you to all the 
museum supporters who came to the 

event and to the Board of Trustees, staff, and our volunteers who worked the event.  Money 
raised for the event will go toward museum projects. 

 

New Siding on South Side of Building 

This summer the wood siding which covers original 
windows from the old Windom Co-op building was   
replaced and painted.  This was a much needed      
improvement to the exterior of the building.  A big 
thank you to Lindsey Cartwright and his crew for   
seeing this project was accomplished. 

 

New Gutters & Downspouts Installed 

The nice warm weather in October brought ABC Seamless to the museum 
to replace the three gutters on the west side of the museum building as well 
as the one off the north side of the Remick Art Gallery and the south gutter 
by the water fountain.  These were replaced with commercial steel gutters 
and downspouts.  The old ones were detaching from the building and one 
had a separated seam which allowed water to cascade on the building 
causing the brick to discolor.  With the new downspouts installed, we are 
ready for some rain and even a bit of snow. 

 

New LED Lighting Planned for Catering Kitchen & 
Storage Area 

The lighting in the catering kitchen consists of two banks of fluorescent 
lights.  While one of the two lights turn on with a switch the other turns 
on with the pull of a string.  Ron’s Electric has proposed combining the 
two into one switch and changing them to energy efficient LEDs.  Also 
in our back storage room, three old fluorescent light fixtures will be     
replaced with LEDs and a new one added in the walk-way just past   
the kitchen. 



  General Fund Donations: 

   Donations made from September 1 thru October 23, 2024 

CCHS Membership 

CCHS Welcomes Our New Members: 

Loren & Lynn Liepold 

CCHS Thanks Our Annual Renewals: 

Frances Swenson; Lou Masters; Richard & Dorothy Raverty;         
Jean Hoppe; Daniel Woolsey & Sandra Solem; Ralph Sweigard;      
Judi Ray; Mary Christenson; Dean R. Larsen 

CCHS Thanks Our Annual Patron Renewals: 

Rosemary Isackson; Les Knutson; Linda Mix 

CCHS Thanks Our Annual Sponsor Renewal: 

Carol Christianson; Paul Buhler 

Phil Anderson in memory of Mary A. Anderson; Carol Christianson; Class of 1969; Lowell & Nancy 
Tjentland in memory of Jack Potter; Sandy & Lee Peterson in memory of Jack Potter; Jim & Lisa 
Olmstead; LaVonne Neerland in memory of Jack Potter; Anthony & Heather Smith in memory of 
Madeline Smith; Daniel Woolsey & Sandra Solem; Carol Kissner & Claude Buettner; Linda Fransen in 
memory of Duane Pingeon; Sharon Thompson in memory of Yvonne Knutson; Dora Hart, Dennis,  
Daniel, and Dick Gransee and families in memory of Dorothy Crippen Gransee; Anthony & Heather 
Smith in memory of Eldon Moon; Char & Doug Woizeschke in memory of Yvonne Knutson; Jon &    
Linda Johnson in memory of Yvonne Knutson 

Thanks for direction of Thrivent Choice Dollars to CCHS:   Rosalee Davis 

Thanks for the Donation made to the Remick Gallery:  Vern & Alice Huebert 

A new marker was placed this summer at a small 
cemetery known as the Hooge’s Cemetery in Dale 
Township, SW ¼ of Section 14.  Records show at 
least 22 people are buried there with only one 
stone remaining.  This new marker reads “Hooge’s 
Pioneer Cemetery” with white crosses below 
which lists the family names of Hooge, Wolf, 
Grunewald, Krahn, Klaasen & Epp.  Thank you to 
Loren & Becky Epp for their research and follow 
through in seeing this marker made and placed.  

Small Cemetery Remembered 



Cottonwood County 

Historical Society 
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